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Leeds Institute of Health Sciences
School of Medicine

Well…. several days and 4 Information Specialists:

Naila Dracup

Rocio Rodriguez-Lopez

Judy Wright

Natalie King



Leeds Institute of Health Sciences
School of Medicine

Walk past University of Leeds 
libraries

Through School of Medicine Worsley 
Building

To health economics research offices  

(Academic Unit of Health Economics)



Leeds Institute of Health Sciences
School of Medicine

Plan CPD course for systematic review searching day

Organise ‘Mini Masterclasses’ – brief staff training on research methods/tools

Meet a PhD student to discuss their systematic review search

Teach Master’s students EndNote in IT suite



Leeds Institute of Health Sciences
School of Medicine

Meet and advise a NHS staff 
member developing a research 
proposal – Self harm in teenagers

- check for evidence gaps, 
novelty of idea. 

Plan (and cost) the search work 
required for a realist review 
research proposal – Water 
fluoridation policies

(with Sociologist and Manchester 
Uni researchers)



Leeds Institute of Health Sciences
School of Medicine

Peer review a colleague’s literature review

Meet colleagues to agree search terms and 
reflect on initial draft search

Remove 1000 duplicates from EndNote 
library

Test different qualitative search filters to 
see which works best for a search



Leeds Institute of Health Sciences
School of Medicine

Update spreadsheets tracking ~80 ongoing Health Economic projects and  ~40 
Info Specialist projects

Create web pages for penicillin allergy and AKI biomarkers research projects

Tweet conference presentations and publications to disseminate research

Discuss recruiting health economists and organizing and teaching strategy at 
department management meeting



Leeds Institute of Health Sciences
School of Medicine

Make comments on a paper as a co-author

Attend a research networking event

Plan a conference abstract for IS services or methods

Meaningful feedback to 
improve our service

Databases for religion & 
mental health reviews

Research proposal 
search methods

Realist review search methods

Economic models search methods



Summary – main activities

❖ Paid for systematic review -type searches (~16 projects per year)

❖ Free-to-client searches to support research proposal for NHS & 
Academics in W Yorkshire region (~30 per year)

❖ Free-to-client advice, one-to-ones, random queries for LIHS and Leeds 
Inst Clinical trials (~400 staff)

❖ 15-18 teaching sessions per year (40 hrs)

❖ Health Economics Department Website, Twitter, Staff Inductions, 
File/Data management

http://medhealth.leeds.ac.uk/info/639/information_specialists

http://medhealth.leeds.ac.uk/info/639/information_specialists

